AW3

Types of Essays
There are various types of essays which differ in their function. Try to match the descriptions of the essays below with the correct terms used to denote them.
	Argumentative Essay (Pro/Con Essay)
	1. Used to describe, explain or present some information to the reader.

	Cause and Effect Essay
	2. Used to convince the reader about something by presenting and defending just the author’s point of view, without exploring other possible aspects.

	Compare and Contrast Essay
	3. Used to convince the reader about something in a very determined manner by providing a balanced point of view; i.e. by presenting both sides of the issue.

	Definition Essay
	4. Used to describe a condition or situation by answering the following questions: why? (cause) and/or what is the result? (effect).

	Descriptive Essay
	5. Used to compare and/or contrast things, people, places, ideas etc.

	Expository Essay
	6. Used to write a story based on the author’s personal experiences.

	Literary Essay
	7. Used to explore a meaning of a piece of literature in terms of its characters, structure, topic, style, tone and subtext.

	Narrative Essay
	8. Used to explore a topic by finding out what other authors have written on the topic and summarizing in your own words what you have learnt by doing so.

	Persuasive Essay
	9. Used to describe a place, person, object, or certain experience through the following means: taste, smell, sight, sound or touch. 

	Research Essay
	10. Used to explain a specific term.


A Five-Paragraph Essay? - No, Thank You.

Why?

- An essay is a sort of “artificial” piece of writing used to assess coursework chosen by teachers. Teachers also assign students a number of essays on different topics in order to give them an opportunity to develop their writing skills. 
- The same applies to a five-paragraph structure of an essay. A five-paragraph starts with an introduction paragraph indicating the topic to be discussed in the essay. Then there are three body paragraphs providing the reader with relevant arguments starting with the strongest one and ending up with the weakest one. Finally, the concluding paragraph serves as a summary of the entire essay. However, this pattern is not very useful for academic pieces of writing. On the one hand, every piece of writing should start with a good introductory paragraph and a strong concluding paragraph. On the other hand, the number of the body paragraphs definitely depends on the nature of the piece of writing and the scope of material to be discussed.

This course will only focus on such aspects of the essays listed above which are to be found in:
- Scientific articles, and
- Research papers,
namely on the following:

	Chronological relations, sequencing
Explaining procedure
	Used in the Method Chapter of a research paper

	Comparing and contrasting

Giving definitions
	Used in the Background Chapter of a research paper

	Discussing results, giving opinions, hedging 


	Used in the Results and Commentary Chapter and the Implication Chapter of a research paper.

	Cause and effect relationships
	Usually used to explain rules, facts and consequences


Expressing Cause and Effect 1
Below, you can see some gapped sentences and some expressions showing cause and effect. Use the expressions from the list to complete the sentences. Pay special attention to punctuation.

	because

because of 

when/after
	cause

caused

causing
	made

make

making
	so

therefore

 if


Explaining the Principle of an Alarm

1) ____________ there is any kind of movement in the room, the alarm is activated.

2) The alarm is activated ____________ there is any kind of movement in the room.

3) Any movement in the room can ____________ the alarm to be activated.

4) Any movement in the room can ____________ the alarm be activated.

5) ____________ the sensor detects any movement in the room, the alarm will be activated.

Describing an Experiment Performed

6) The sensor detected a movement in the room, which ____________ the alarm to be activated.

7) The sensor detected a movement in the room, ____________ the alarm to be activated.

8) The sensor detected a movement in the room, which ____________ the alarm be activated.

9) The sensor detected a movement in the room, ____________ the alarm be activated.

10) The sensor detected a movement in the room; ____________, the alarm was activated.

11) The sensor detected a movement in the room, ____________ the alarm was activated.

12) The alarm was activated ________________________ the movement in the room.

13) The alarm was activated ____________ the sensor had detected a movement in the room.

More Complicated Expressions

Emphasising Cause

	The death rate from cancer is increasing
	because
owing to the fact that
	people are smoking more.


	The fact that
	the death rate from cancer is increasing 
	is due to
may be due to
	people smoking more.


	The
One
	reason for
cause of
	the death rate from cancer increasing
	is that
could be that
	people are smoking more.


	An increase in the death rate from cancer
	is
may be
	one effect of
one result of
one consequence of
caused by
due to
because of
	people smoking more.

	
	results from
arises from
	


Emphasising Effect
	As
Because
Since
	people are smoking more,
	the death rate from cancer is increasing.


	People are smoking more.
	Therefore,
So,
Thus,
Hence,
Consequently, 
Because of this,
For this reason,
As a consequence,
As a result,
	the death rate from cancer is increasing.

	People are smoking more,
	as a result of which
as a consequence of which
with the result that
	


	Owing to
	people smoking more,
	the death rate from cancer is increasing.


	One
The
	effect of
result of
consequence of
	people smoking more
	is that
	the death rate from cancer is increasing.


	People smoking more
	results in
leads to
produces
causes
is the cause of
gives rise to
brings about
	an increase in the death rate from cancer.


	People smoke more,
	(so)
(thus)
(thereby)
	resulting in
leading to
producing
causing
giving rise to
bringing about
	an increase in the death rate from cancer.


	If
	people smoke more,
	the death rate from cancer will increase.


From: http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm (retrieved on 28th September 2008)

Expressing Cause and Effect 2

Combine the two parts of sentences using an appropriate cause/effect indicator.

	1. The water in the kettle; 

reach 100 °C
	because

cause (make)

if (when)

therefore (so; that is why)

…


	boil

	2. Heat ice
	
	melt

	3. Lower the temperature of water to 0 °C
	
	freeze

	4. Cool a piece of metal
	
	contract

	5. Change the voltage source polarity
	
	Direction of the current in the DC motor; 

Change;

Motor;

Rotate in the reversed direction

	6. The generated magnetic field 
	
	the maglev train;

levitate


Chronological Relations
Read the newspaper article below and put the paragraphs in the correct order. Match the letters to the numbers in the first column.

Fly? I’d Rather Stay at Home

Businessman David Lamb explains why he now thinks twice before travelling by plane.

	No.
	
	Paragraphs

	1. 
	a
	Experts are still investigating the cause of the incident, but until now they have found no real answers. As for me, I will never feel really safe on a plane again. It was the most frightening experience of my life.

	2. 
	b
	Then, just when we had given up all hope, we felt the plane level out, and we began to gain height slowly. A few minutes later, the pilot announced that everything was now under control, and we all began to clap and cheer hysterically. Twenty minutes later, we landed safely.

	3. 
	c
	Our flight was due to leave at 11 am that day, and I arrived at the airport with plenty of time to spare. We started boarding at 10:30. Most of us were holidaymakers and there was a lot of laughing and joking going on. It was raining slightly, but visibility was good, and the plane took off on time.

	4. 
	d
	The stewardess was just serving snack when the plane began to shake. At first we thought we had just hit bad weather. We were told to sit down and to fasten our seat belts. Then, suddenly, the front of the plane seemed to dip, and we realised we were speeding towards the ground. People screamed in panic. Strangers joined hands and prayed. We all thought we had only minutes to live.

	5. 
	e
	July 14th 1982 is a day I shall never forget. On that day, I stared death in the face.


From: Stephens, M. (1990). Practise Writing. Harlow: Longman.

Read the text again and complete this chronology chart:

Arrival at the airport → _________________ → _________________ → _________________ → _________________ → fastening seatbelts → plane seemed to dip → people screaming and praying → gaining height → everything under control → _________________ → landing.

Look at the text again, especially at the expressions in bold. What helped you understand the sequence of events?
1. ______________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________

1) Time Relators
Before
Before he was offered a job as a lecturer, he had finished his research.

	Before this, …

For the previous X years, … 

Prior to this, … 

Previously, … 

X years previously, … 

Before… 

…, before which … 

…, prior to which … 

Earlier, 

Until / till

By, by the time
	Firstly,

First,

First of all,

To begin with,

Initially,

Beforehand, 

The first step is…

The first stage is…

… begins with…

… commences with…




After
	When

Once

Now that
As soon as
After 
	he had finished his research, he was offered a job as a lecturer. 

	On finishing his research,
After finishing his research,
Having finished his research, 
	he was offered a job as a lecturer. 

	For the following X years, … 

X years later, … 

After …, …

Following this, … 

When … , …

Subsequently, … 

Soon/Shortly/Immediately afterwards, … 

…, following which … 

…, after which … 
	Secondly, Thirdly, etc. 

After this, …

After a while, …

Next, …

The next step is…

Then, 

In the next stage,

In the following stage, 

Later, 

As soon as ...., …

	Eventually, ….

…. until ….

Lastly, ….

… finishes with …
	… concludes with…

In the last stage, ….

The last step is…

Finally, …



While (Simultaneous Actions)
	While/As he was undertaking his research, 
	
he made an important discovery.

	When/while undertaking his research, 
	

	During his research, 
	

	During this period, … 

Throughout this period, … 

…, during which… 

…, throughout which… 

In the meantime, …

At the moment that….
	At the same time, 

During…

Simultaneously, 

When this happens,…

While…


	Reoccurrence of an activity:
	Whenever, every time


2) Verb Tenses

Now look at the typical verb tenses used in describing a procedure. Give more examples from the text.

Why are verb tenses important?

· They are used to signal the order in which things happened.

· They show relationship between sentences in a text.

	The Tense
	Example from the Text Above
	Example from an Academic Text

	Past Simple

Actions finished at a specified time in the past.

In narrations.


	
	First, the impact test was performed.



	Past Progressive/Continuous

Ongoing actions in the past.

(taking some time)

Actions in progress at a specified time in the past.

Simultaneous actions in the past.


	
	When the test was being performed, several problems occurred.

When performing the test, several problems were experienced.

	Past Perfect Simple

Actions finished before other actions in the past.
	
	The first three parts of the test had been completed before the final testing was commenced.




	Sequence of Tenses

If the main clause is in the Past Simple, there is a “shift” of tenses in the subordinate clause:

Present Simple → Past Simple

Past Simple → Past Perfect Simple

Present Perfect Simple → Past Perfect Simple

Future Simple → would + bare infinitive
	
	The results of the test indicated that Professor Schwarz might be incorrect when he said…


Writing: Positional Stability (Roll-Off) Test
1) Do you like cycling? How often do you cycle?

2) Do you always wear a helmet when cycling?

3) Why is wearing a helmet important?

4) How is the quality of helmets ensured?

Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcSmyveOLkU
Part 1: The Manual
Imagine you are in charge of a helmet testing laboratory and you need to instruct new staff in how to use the testing equipment. Put the following stages of the testing procedure in correct order (NB: make sure you understand the key words in bold first). Than give the instructions to the staff using appropriate sequencers.

a. Adjust the straps and buckles to obtain a best fit.

b. Again, record if the helmet is only shifted or rolled off the head form.
c. Attach a 4 kg weight to the free end of the rope.

d. Hook a wire rope to the rear edge of the helmet and bring it forward so that its free end runs across the helmet and downward towards the floor. 

e. Mount a head form on a stand so that it points face downward at an angle of 135 degrees.

f. Place the helmet on the head form. 

g. Raise the weight to a prescribed height and drop it, so that a rotational load is placed on the helmet.

h. Record if the helmet is only shifted or rolled off the head form. 

i. Rotate the head form 180 degrees, adjust the helmet, and repeat the test with the wire rope hooked to the front edge of the helmet.

Part 2: The Procedure of Helmet Testing

In an expository type of writing, describe the procedure of helmet testing. Follow the clues below. Do not forget to include an introduction and conclusion.

What is tested and why?

What research tools/instruments are used?

How is the test performed?

What are the criteria for passing or failing the test?

What’s the percentage of helmets failing the roll-off test in your laboratory?

Part 3: Testing of the XZY Helmet

Imagine you have just completed a research project on helmet testing, in which you were asked to test the XYZ helmet for the positional stability. Now, you are about to write the method chapter describing the test. Use the clues below to describe how you performed the test. Do not forget to include an introduction and conclusion.

What was tested and why?

What research tools/instruments were used?

How was the test performed?

What were the criteria for passing the test?

Did the XYZ helmet pass or fail the test?

Can the XYZ helmet be recommended to customers?

Idea from: http://www.smf.org/ and http://www.helmets.org/testing.htm
(retrieved 26th February 2009)

Homework
Choose ONE of the three tasks below.

1) In an expository type of writing, explain consequences of applying salt to roads in winter.

Read the introduction first and. make any necessary changes to it (you should at least revise the underlined phrases). Then use the information from the diagram and write the main body and the conclusion. 
Where Does It All Go?

The environmental face of salt applied to roads in winter is more complicated than was understood until recently. Environmentalists first noticed the death of plants beside the roads: this let them to investigate further and to discover just how widespread the problem arising from the widespread use of salt to prevent ice on roads really is.
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From: Hamp-Lyons, L. & Heasley, B. (1990). Study Writing. Cambridge: CUP.

2) Describe the method of research you have done recently. While writing, follow this overview for explaining methods:

General Introduction:
- explain what the reader will find in the text and why the research was important

Body: 

Study Population


- Specify who the subjects of your research were and why (criteria for choosing the subjects; 
description of the study population)

Research Tools


- Specify your research tools / instruments and explain the reason(s) for them

Procedure


- How exactly were you carrying out your research?

Conclusion:
- Provide a conclusion and refer to the “Results and Commentary” part of your research project, i.e. the part where the results will be presented in detail and discussed.

3) Read the text below. Underline the Past Perfect Tense. Why is it used?  What is unusual about this narrative?

In 1847, Michael Moore, a poverty-stricken seventeen-year-old farm worker left Ireland for America. What the future held in store for him, he did not know. However, he did know that it could not be any worse than the past. He had grown up during the Great Famine in Ireland and had known what it was to be very hungry. He had watched his mother die of typhus a month before; his father had died a year after Michael was born. There was nothing now to keep him in Ireland and so, on a bright June morning, he stepped on board a ship bound for America. In years to come, he would remember this moment.

From: Hamp-Lyons, L. & Heasley, B. (1990). Study Writing. Cambridge: CUP.

Rewrite the “Emigrant” text starting with Moore’s early days in Ireland and ending with his departure from Ireland in 1847. Compare the two versions to decide which is more interesting.

How to Write Titles
	Example
	Comment

	Welcome to the Big City
	Centre the title on the top line of the paper.

	What I Used to Be Afraid Of
	Capitalize the first and last words.

	An Exciting Trip across the Desert
	Capitalize the important words (the words with the most meaning). Do not capitalize the following words unless they are the first or last words in the title, or they follow a colon (:)

· Articles: a(n), the

· Conjunctions such as: and, but, or

· Prepositions, such as: in, on, at, for

	Paris: My Dream will Come True
	Use a capital after a colon (:).

	A Wise Saying from My Country: “A Friend in Need Is a Friend Indeed”
	If a quotation appears in a title, capitalize the first word of the quotation.

	How Come?
	Do not use a period/full stop at the end, but you may use a question mark (?) or an exclamation mark (!)


From: Strauch, A. O.  (1999).  Bridges to Academic Writing.  United Kingdom:  CUP.
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