Kate Chopin: Desiree’s baby

1.1 	What is the meaning of the following words:
Plantation
Bayou
Quadroon

1.2 	In your own words:
a) Describe Desiree.
b) Describe Armand.

1.3	Answer these questions.
a) Where did Monsieur Valmonde find Desiree for the first time when she was a baby?
b) Why was French the language spoken in Valmonde?
c) Describe how Desiree and Armand met and fell in love. Use examples from the text. 
d) During which month were they picking cotton at L’Abri?
e) Did Armand Aubigny have any slaves? If so, give examples from the text.
f) Why do you think “La Blanche” had that name?
g) Describe and explain the changes in Armand Aubigny’s behaviour as the story unfolds.
h) Why do you think there was an “air of mystery among the blacks” and frequent visitors to L’Abri about three months after Desiree’s baby was born?
i) Is it likely that Desiree had realised that her child was of mixed race before seeing the quadroon boy fanning the baby?
j) Why was it assumed that Desiree was the reason her child was not white?
c) Why do you think Armand did not consider Desiree’s origins before marrying her?
What is the meaning of the phrase “He was reminded that she was nameless.” in the context in which it appears?  
d) What was Madame Valmonds’s reply to Desiree’s desperate letter?
e) Before the last few lines of this story, are there any clues given by the author which hint at the true cause of the baby’s appearance?
f) Why had Armand’s mother never left France?
g) What did Armand have put on the bonfire?

1.4
a) Continue the story, describing what became of Armand, Desiree and their baby.

b) Do you think Armand burnt the last letter together with the rest?

c) Do you believe there are circumstances in which Armand would behave in the same way today?

d) Why did Desiree ask her husband if he wanted her to go and then act on his decision? Do you think this merely reflected her character, or society at the time of the story?

1.5
a) Can you define slavery? What forms of slavery are you familiar with?

b) What countries were involved in the slave trade? 

c) What do you know about modern day slavery? What forms of slavery exist today?

d) How do you feel about forced and bonded/debt labour?

e) What are some of the worst forms of child slave labour?
