Jack London: To Build a Fire
Discussion Questions
Explain what the following words mean:
» trail, tremendous, mittens, sled, creek, birch-bark, cheekbones, numb 
1. What is the setting of the story? (= where does it take place?)
2. Who is the main protagonist? / Who are the main protagonists?
3. What is the main protagonist(s) intention/goal?
4. What do we know about him/her? Describe him/her. 
5. What mechanical thing is mentioned in the first paragraph? Why?
6. What are the prevalent feelings mentioned in the first paragraph?
7. What is the total length of the trail mentioned in the second paragraph? Why do you think Jack London wants to be so specific?
8. What does it mean “a chechaquo” (page 1)?
9. Why may the man’s “lack of imagination” be considered a serious problem?
10. What experiment does a man perform? Why is he surprised at the result? (page 2)
11. Did the man know the exact temperature?
12. Why is the man not with the rest of the men at the camp on Henderson Creek?  
13. Does the man have any companion? 
14. “…the man turned aside from the main Yukon trail and climbed the high earth-bank, where a dim and little-travelled trail led eastward through the fat spruce timberland….” (page 1)
When was the trail last used? Is it important? 
15. What is meant by “he [the man] was not much given to thinking…” (page 3)? 
16. “Once in a while the thought reiterated itself that it was very cold and that he had never experienced such cold.” (page 3) 
What precaution did he forget to make to protect himself better from the cold?
17. Why was the creek dangerous?
18. What happened to the dog on page 4? What did the dog know to do instinctively?
19. What did the man do at 12:30? Describe it in detail (pages 4–5) 
20. What had the “old man from Sulphur Creek” told him about the country? How had he reacted at that time? Did his reaction change during his journey?
21. What happened when he had finished lunch and went further? Why would it delay him for at least an hour?
22. What did the man have to do immediately after that event and why?
23. What mistake did the man make when he chose the location for his fire?
24. What was the man’s reaction like?
25. Was the dog in danger too?
26. When the man failed to build a fire, what “wild idea” did he get? What did he want to do?
27. How did he try to warm himself then?
28. What hallucination did the man have?
29. What did the man tell to “the old timer” on page 12?
30. How do we know from the end of the story that the dog has been somewhat domesticated?
31. Why do you think the reader is not given the man’s name?
32. Why does the story represent naturalism?


