 Francis S. Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby
I. Pre-Reading 
1. Why are readers still interested in a book written in the 1920s? What gives the book its longevity?
2. How was the period of the 1920s a reaction to WWI? What is the period called and why?
3. It is generally assumed that having money leads to happiness. Do you agree? Why or why not? 
4. What are the advantages or disadvantages of being wealthy?
5. What is the “American Dream”?
6. Have you ever wanted to relive a moment from your past, to redo it? Describe the situation. How and why would you change the past?
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II. Chapter 3

Key words: 

1. What is the setting of the novel, or rather, chapter 3?
2. Who are the main characters?
3. Describe a typical summer night party given by Gatsby. (p. 1)
4. What arrangements are made before the party? (p. 1)
5. Describe the girls visiting Gatsby’s parties. (p. 1)
6. Describe the two ways in which Nick differs from the other guests at the party?
7. Why are other guests surprised when Nick asks them where he could find Gatsby? (p. 2)
8. Why does Jordan Baker think Nick might be at the party? (p. 2)
9. What happened to Lucille, one of the quests, at the “last” party?  
10. Is Gatsby fond of reading? (p. 4)
11. Describe Gatsby the first time Nick sees him. How does Gatsby behave?
12. What did Nick imagine Gatsby like? (p. 5)
13. What rumours have been told about Gatsby? Why does Fitzgerald reveal rumours rather than fact?
14. Why does Gatsby throw huge, expensive parties for people he does not even know?
15. What does Nick think of Gatsby after meeting him?
16. How is Gatsby different from his guests?
17. Why does Nick choose to share his thoughts and feelings with Jordan?
18. Pay attention to Nick’s judgements. What do they reveal about his character?   

