Jack Kerouac: On the Road (1957, based on the 1951 manuscript)

What do you know about Jack Kerouac?

· 1922–1969
· Why is he considered a literary “icon”? 
· What movement(s) is he associated with? 
· What topics do his works cover? 

· Did you know that
· he was a serious child who was devoted to his mother?
· some of his poetry was written in French?
· served in the United States Merchant Marine (at that time he wrote his first novel, The Sea Is My Brother, 1942 – not published until 2011!)?
· he was arrested in 1944?
· in 1950he published the novel The town and the City under the pseudonym John Kerouac?
· his novel On the Road is largely autobiographical and describes Kerouac’s road-trip adventures across the United States and Mexico with Neal Cassady in the late 1940s and early 1950s?

Recommended: On the Road (2012, dir.  Walter Salles)
Sal Paradise (Sam Riley), Dean Moriarty (Garrett Hedlund), Carlo Marx (Tom Sturridge) 
· film trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ab2hU7TZXZM
· On the Road/Na cestě, translated by Jiří Josek (1978, 1980…)
· On the Road/Na cestě, translated by Jiří Popel (2005) 
	
Vocabulary: 

Jalopy	(1st paragraph) – 
Reform school (1st paragraph) – 
Reformatory (3rd paragraph) –
Jailkid (1st paragraph) –
Hang around (2nd paragraph) –
Pad (2nd paragraph) – 
Gene Autry (4th paragraph) – Gene Autry (1907–1998) was a famous country western singer,
				a singing cowboy on the radio, in movies
Lam (5th paragraph, page 2, a noun/verb) –
Benny (6th paragraph, page 2) –
Bug (7th paragraph, page 2) –
Con-man (7th paragraph, page 2) – 
Pester (7th paragraph, page 3) –
Nut (8th paragraph, page 3) –
Poolhall (8th paragraph, page 3) – 
Lout (9th paragraph, page 3) – 
Dingledodies (10th paragraph, page 3) –  



Discussion questions:
· Sal Paradise – the narrator, a young writer

1. When did Sal meet Dean? What did he feel like at that time?
2. Why was Dean a perfect companion? What special predisposition did he have?
3. Who told Sal about Dean? What did the person tell him?
4. Was Dean single?
5. Where was Dean living when they met?
6. What did Dean like to talk about “at that time”?
7. What was Sal’s first impression of Dean?
8. What was Sal’s first impression of Marylou? 
9. What where they doing “that night” when they met for the first time?
10. What did Dean confide in Chad? Was Chad able to help him?
11. What happed during that busy week?
12. Where did Dean decide to go for help and finally stayed in?
13. What did Sal’s aunt think of Dean? What does her reaction indicate about Dean?
14. What did Sal and Dean discuss in the bar? Give examples from the text. Did they understand each other?
15. What is meant by “he was a con-man, he was only conning because he wanted so much to live and to get involved with people who would otherwise pay no attention to him. He was conning me and I knew it (for room and board and «howto-write,» etc.), and he knew I knew (this has been the basis of our relationship)”(pp.2–3)? 
16. What information on Dean, or rather, his life does the narrator provide? Is it important? If so, why?
17. Whom did Sal and Dean meet when they went to New York to date some “colored girls” (p. 3)?
18. What followed after that “encounter”, “was to come began then” (p. 3)? 
19. Describe what Dean and Carlo behaved like (pp. 3–4). Use the details from the text?
20. What did Sal feel like at the time? What did he call himself (p. 3)?
21. In your view, is Dean a hero or a failure, or both?
22. In your view, is Carlo based on a real person?
23. In your view, what is the novel’s vision of the American dream in relation to 1950s America?
